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St. Clement Danes, 


To the Right Reverend Father in God 
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LETTER, Er. 


My Lox p, 
} Eſteem it an Honour, as 


I am under the paſtoral 
Care of fo truly Reverend 

and Apoſtolic a Shepherd ; 
nor has the See of London ever been bleſt 
with a Prelate who has more exerted 
himſelf in the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, or 
laboured more for the common Good of 
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n truly Mipent in = the” 
Diſcharge of that facred Function, that 
you are a perfect Pattern of what a Bi- 
ſhop ought to be, and by your unwearied 
Labouring in the Vineyard, have, in a 
great Meaſure, reſtored that high Office 
to its ancient Dignity and Yeneration. 


To which, nothing has more contribu- 
ted, than the good Beginning your Lord- 
ſhip made by a general Confirmation ; a 
Work, though of great Importance, yet 
of equal Fatigue, which you underwent 
with a Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, which 
ſhew'd you made the Cauſe of Chriſt . 
your own, and that the great Charge he 
had intruſted you with was your greateſ} 

Care and Delight, _ 


And indeed it was of great Comfort to 
all good Chriſtians, that conſidering the 
Degeneracy of the preſent Age, ſo ma- 
ny of all Ages and Sexes, obey'd the 
Call of the good Shepherd, united them- 


ſelves into one * and by ratifying 
TL thei Ir 


* 
their Bapriſmal Vow, reap'd the Benefits 
of that Sacrament, and were intituled 


thereby, to approach the Holy Table, 


and partake of the laſt Legacy of their 
great Redeemer, the bleſſed Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper. 


Nor have you watch'd the Sheep only, 
but the Shepherds likewiſe ; redreſſing 
and preventing all Abuſes in the Church, 
by your frequent and careful Viſitations, 
and by wholeſome Charges and Admo- 
nitions, keeping the Clergy to a ſtrict 
_ Obſervation of their reſpectice Duties, 
Your ſelf beginning -the good Example, 
by going through the Burthen and Heat 
of the Day. 


And of all the Abuſes your Lordſhip 
has redreſs'd, none more timely, none 


more acceptable to all rue Proteſtants 


than your laſt Injunction to remove that 
ridiculous, ſuperſtitious Piece of Popiſh 
Foppery from over our Communion T able ; 
this has gain'd you the Applauſe and 
good Will of all Boneſt Men, who were 
6 ſcan- 


= 27 
ſcandalized to ſee that holy Place de- 


filed with ſo oi/e and impertinent a Re- 
preſentation, 


To what End or Purpoſe was it put 
there, but to affront our moſt gracious 
Sovereign, by placing at our very Altar, 
the known Reſemblance of a Perſon, who 
is the Wife of his urter Enemy, and Peu- 
ſioner to the Whore of Babylon. | 


When I fay the known Reſemblance, 
I ſpeak not only according to my own 
Knowledge, but appeal to all Mankind 
who have ſeen the Princeſs Sobieskj, or 
any Picture or Reſemblance of her, 
} | 
If the Picture of that Angel in the 
white Garment and blue Mantle, which 
is there ſuppoſed to be beating Time 
to the Muſick, is not directly a great 
Likeneſs of that Princeſs ; this I inſiſt on, 
and will ſtand or fall by my Aſſertion, 
provided they do not play any Tricks 
with the Picture, or alter it for Contra- 
diction fake now it is down, 
| Whe- 
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Whether it was done by Chance, or 
on Purpoſe, I ſhall not determine, but be 
it which it will, it has given great Of- 
fence, and your Lordſhip has acted the 
Part of a wiſe and good n to order 
its Removal. 


For, ſurely, ſuch a Picture, is far un- 
fit for ſo ſacred a Place; a Place too ſo- 
lemn for ſuch Levities, too awful to be 
made the Receptacle of ſuch Trumpery, 
nay, admit it were not the Reſemblance 
of ſuch a Perſon, can any Thing be more 
abſurd, than ſuch a Picture in ſuch 4 
Place 


But if it be the Picture of hat Perſon, 
what can be more Sacrilegious, more im- 
pudently Sacrilegious, than to have our 
Sanctuary defiled by thoſe who make a 
Mock of us and our Holy Religion? 1 
mean our indeteratèe Enemies the Papiſts, 
who would ſcruple to rophane no Place, 
ſo they might ſhow their implacable Ha- 
tred to our God, and our King. 

To 
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To our God, by making his Holy Al. 
tar the Scene of their Rzbaldry, to be 
approached with J/autonneſs and Curioſity, 
by the Song of Belial, who come there to 
decypher the dumb Libel, and ſneer at 
the picturd Lampoon, which tacitly 
mocks the Church, and openly afronts 
the State. 


To our King, by placing the Reſem- 


blance of an avowed Finemy to him, and 


his Religjon, at the very Altar, to ſtand 
in View of a whole Congregation, a 


Thing, in my Opinion, much more Au- 


aacious, than the Setting up ber Sta- 


tue, in the Publick Streets. 


No Mondor our Church has been 
throng'd with Spectators, to the great 


Hindrance of Divine Worſhip, and Au- 


noyance of the Pariſhioners, when thoſe 
Crouds of Irreverend Perſons, which 
were ever pouriis in, came not there to 


join in Prayer with the reſt of the Con- 
gregation, but to worſhip their popiſ 
Saint, 
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: Saint, and hug themſelves with the Con- 


ceit of being alone in the Secret. 


But at laſt the warch Mord was blown, 
and the true Intent of their Coming dif- 
covered, then was it high Time to com- 
plain to your Lordſbip, when Diſtur- 
bances became ſo frequem, and the Peace 
of the Church was ſo manifeſtly broken : 
That you, like another Moſes, command- 
ed the tindtur d Abomination to be taken 
dun, and no doubt but your Lordſhip 
will call them 2o Account who ſet it 


tp, 


When your Lordſhip ſhall examine, 
Who is the Painter, and of what Prin- 
ciple? How long he had been from 
the Court of Rome, before he painted 
that Picture 2 And, Whether he brought 
no Picture, or Reſemblance, of the Prin- 
ceſs Sobjest over with him? You will 
not repent of what you have done ; but 
when you ſhall farther enquire after the 
Perſon who: employ'd him, Whether he 
be a Proteſtant ? Or, If he call himſelf ſo, 

whe- 
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(8) 
whether his Children were not ſent Abroad 
to popiſh Seminaries for Education. 

When your Lordſhip, I fay, ſhall ex- 
amine into theſe Particulars, I doubt not 


of the Inferences ſo wiſe a Man will draw 


from ſuch convincing Circumſtances, 


And as your Lordſhip has began to re- 


dreſs one Abuſe, I perſwade my ſelf you 


will not ffop here, but enquire likewiſe, 
by what Authority it was put there, 
'This may, perhaps, open another Scene 
to your Lordſhip's View, and give you 
an Opportunity, not only to eaſe the Pa- 
riſh of a very heavy Burden it now 
groans under, but prevent its being run 
to unneceſſary and unwarranted Expen- 
ces for the Future, by every Jac- — 
in an Office 


And, indeed, unleſs there was a ſuff- 
cient Warrant for ſuch Alterations, the 
Workmen ſhould go to the right Per- 
ſons Door, and he that ſet them to work 
* to pay them, for, in my * 

i. 
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Opinion, the Place needed no Alteration; 
it was decent, convenient, and, indeed, 
ornamental enough before ; there was no | 
mote'/ign; or fear of its falling, than 4 
there was Occaſion to take it down, and 
prior the Pariſh of a Cnormenry now 
cory. mach wanted; I mean, alittle Ve- 
firy Room, Which was behind the old 

Commanion Table, where the Books, 
were ready a? Hand, and juſt at the cery 
Alur, whereas, now... coery Thing is | 
brought. quite through the Body ef the | 
Church; which in caſe of a CM (as of | 
late has been but 700 frequent) is both te- 
dious eee, to the Jaſt Degree. | 


But notwichllanding this, it was reſo 
Iutely taken down to gratify the Pride 
and Malice of ſome Perſons, who thirſt- 
ed to eternize their Names, and affront 
the Government; what have been the 
Gmſequenses of all this, but an Zye-ſore, 
and Heart-burning,. to the honeſt and la 
al Part of the Inhabitants, and a conti- 


_ any, burly of Zoiterers from all 
i | C parts 


e, 
e. of the Town to ſee our Popi Ras 
= "= ” | 


Nor is this the Fi Attempt which has 
deen made on the Peace of our 7ruly 
Apoſtolic Church 'by popiſh Emiſſaries; 
Non. jurors, and other its open and ſecret 
Enemies; for the Altar Piece of White- 
chapel is yet freſh in every one's Memo- . 
ry. Nor had the Inhabitants of that 
Pariſh any Peace in their Devotion, till 
it was wiſely removed. Not but that 
Picture (Ir any PicTURE CAN BE Ro- 
PER) Was much more applicable than 
this abſurd Piece of ours; it repreſented 
our bleſſed Suwiour at his laſt Supper 
with the Holy Apoſtles, and was ſo far 
applicable; but the Enemies of our 
Church took even here an Opportunity 

to prophane the Church, and affront its 
Clergy, by painting in the Place of Ju- 
das, the diref? Reſemblance of a. very 
tearned and worthy Man then in Holy 
Orders, and fince advanced for his Merit 
and Loyalty. Whether it was the Pains 


ter, or the An-juring Parſon, that pro- 
4 jected 
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jeed this dumb Libel, I ſhall not deter- 
mine; their Intent was eafely ſeen by ſo 
vile an Attempt on a honeſt Proteſtant 
Glergyman,.and a loyal Subject, but like 
other vi Ad, it met its Fate, the 
Perſon, it tigmatized is fienalized, and 
the per who et it had his N 


1 1 offend. not N Lardfhg, 
when I: ſay, F any Pitture can be prox 
per, but ſuch are my Words, and ſuch is 
my Opinion, which makes me anxious 
to know, whether your Lordſhip coun- 
tenances it, that I may perſevere; or 
whether you are of a contrary Opinion, 
that 1 may better inform my Judg+ 
ment. But your Lordſhip is fo much a 
Proteſtant, that I doubt not but you are 
againſt ,Jdols in the very ftricteſt Senſe, 
not only, becauſe Images and Pictures 
are the Hiſtitution and Practice of the 
Romiſ Church, but as they are need- 


Tis and ſuperfluous, if not - idola- 
N n 


C3 The 
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The Church m Ron wants not its 
Aris to allure filly Proſelytes, and pal. 
liate its profſe % Abſurdities ; they tell 
them there is 20 Sin in a fimple Picture; 
I grant it it in a Pifwre, there may be no 
Sin, but the Uſe of it may be moſt /inful ; 
ſo in @ Knife, there may be no hurt, 
yet the Uſe of it may be moſt burtful. 
But Hy they, it excites Devotion ; Is 
Devotion then / cold it needs ſuch In- 
| teme? But why may not we, ſay they, 

referee and reſpect the Pictures of great 
and . goba Men, of Saints and Augels, &c. 
To which Tanſwer, That I am not againſt 
Pitturer, but in the Church; Gos there 
ought to be all in all, without Equal 
or cunperitor. Men muſt be very indif- 
ferent and abſurd indeed, to be in the 
Heiife of God, and yet ſtand in need of 
Images and Diftures to put them in 
Mind of” their * | 


But as Males and Pictures pepteſiing 
the ſame Things, and anſwer the ſame 
Purpoſes, where lies the Difference, but 


(13) $700 
in their Flatneſs or 5? The 
Names Image or Pitture, are only more 
diſtinct Appellations; for a Nat, or & 
round Reſemblance, and as far as a Pi- 
fureisa Reſemblance, ſo far may it like- 
wiſe be ſaid to be an Image; ſo that 
graven or tinctur d. ages differ not az 
r but as We ain or tin: 
Cured, - N 25 1 


For Example, This Letter I have the 
Honour to ſend to your Lordſhip from 
the Preſs, differs not from the Origi- 
val of my own. Hand-writing, but as 
que is printed, and the other a Manu- 
feript ; they both convey the fame Ideas, 
in the ſame Words, inſomuch that a print- 
ed Copy is as much my Letter to your 
Lordſhip as the very Origins! a which 
it was printed, | 


Ae or Motto, whether it be 
engraved on Stone, Metal, or Wood, &c. 
whether it be 2ori7ren or printed, painted 
or ſtained, on Chth or Paper, Vellum 
or Glaſs, Sec. is ſtilt the ſame Sen- 

1 tenc 
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tense or Morro, though © manufactur'd gif. 
ferent Ways, and communicated to the Eye 
by different Materials. It is therefore 
entirely indifferent, whether Beings or 
Teas are imaged to us by the Pencil or 
Graver, the neareſt Reſemblance is the 
beſt Image; and if a Picture is nearer the 
Original than a Statue, it is certainly 
the beſt Image or Reſemblance of ſuch 
W e 


4 


- Thoſe! thei * 2 up pidures 
or Images of the Pretender, or his Ad- 
berents, in their Chambers or. Cloſets, 


no doubt but have his Cauſe as - Heart, 


and would ſet him upon the Throne, if 
it were in their Pozwer; but Gop has 
open'd the Eyes of many; the Preten- 
der's | Deootees diminiſ daily, inſo- 
much that the major Part of hat Hand- 
ful he has yet left are now ſuing for 
Pardon, and ſolliciting to return; this is 


too manifeſt to admit Cyntradliction, one 


of his principal Adherents being /atc/y 
pardond. by Act of Parliament, and the 


2 as tis firongly reported, gone to 
{brow 
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fru himſelf at his Majeſty's Frer at 
Hamer. So that beſ des thoſe who 
want to be at home again, none remain 
but his Domeſticks, and a few half flaro'd 
Dependants, of whom he himſelf would 
gladly be rid, they being now of no far- 
ther Uſe than to eat up Part of his Pen- 
fam, and abridge him of his Pleaſures. 
But what is to be faid of thoſe who 
ſhall *preſurmpruon/ly and ſatrilegion/ly 
make our very Altar the Scene of their 
Mirth, and inſidiouſſy place there the 
Inage of him, or any of his Family, they 
muſt certainly be moſt o/olently attached 
to his Cauſe, moſt inveterately prejudiced 
againſt our Holy Religion, or they would 
never 0 ſo bare rg in their ae 


But to return to my Opinion of PiQures 
in the Church, I muſt own I am ſo far 
from thinking them Helps to Devotion, 
that I take em to be quite the Reverſe, . 
drawing away the Eyes, and ſometimes 
the Hearts of wanton and unſteady Per- 
ſms, who are taken off their Devotion 
by wy Object that preſents it ſelf to their 

Eyes, 


— 
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| 'Byes, Mn. that while devout Per- 
ſons are pouring ous their Souls in Pray. 
er, and Praiſe to Gon, the O # 7 
heir Adoration, theſe indolent, unthinb- 
ing Wretches, ſhall be gaping and gazing 
around em, ſtaring at every Object, Pi- 
Nures eſpecially, and have no Regard 
to the Solemnity' of the Place or Occa. 
fion ; they come there but for Faſhion 
or Cuſtoms. ſale, and rather than find na 
Employment, will turn over the Cuts 
or Pictures in their Common Prayer Books 
all * Tims of divine Serien. | 


1 mn in the ſe e Paintings, in 
| Churches; the Le of them is yet un- 


known to me, for I am ſure that good and 
godly Perſons, who ſet their Afeftims 


= on Things, aboce, not on Things of the 
Earn, are too much /ifred up with De- 
votion and Contemplation to regard Tri- 
| | fer. When we come into that hop 


Place, it is to, worſhip; to fall down, 
|| and {need before the LORD aux 
1 MAKER; not to gare on Pidtures of 
. Koche and Stones, cunnnitting 
Idolas 
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Talatry, and worſhipping them, ſo long 
as our” whole Intention is not actually em- 
ployed in the fervent Worſhip of the only 
wg and Txus Gop, 


- This 1 haps js a full Aulber do wide 


ever the Roman Catholicks can offer in 


Defence of Pictures or Images in Chur 
ces, and one principal Reaſon why I am a 
Proteſtant, is that our eſtabliſh'd Church 
expreſly forbids the Worſhip of either, 
Ge. To: what Exceſs of Enthuſiaſm are 
the Papiſts driven by 'their Madona's, 
Grucifixes,. Brads, and ſuch Superffus 
ties ? The Image of the Virgin Mary 
takes up ſo much of their Adoration, 
that they have but little Time to apply 
to the Author and Giver of Life. 


We are very angry with the Papiſts 
for preſuming to attempt the Likeneſs 
of God the Father, whom they impiouſly 
repreſent hy the Form of a vetierable 
old Man. What Painter dare pretend to 
draw an Image of him whom xo Man Hai, 


ſeen at any Time; but the only Begotten 


| mA D Son J 
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Son, who is in the Boſom of the Father, 
he hath declared him. And if we are 
angry with them for thus preſumptuouſly 
painting God the Father ; How can we 
vindicate our ſelves for making Images 
of his bleſſed Son, who is equal in Glory 
and Power with the Father? I grant 
that we have a better Defence for making 
Pictures of our bleſſed Redeemer than 
they have for delineating God the Fa- 
ther, becauſe God the Son took on him 
our Nature, and became Man; ſo that 
under his humane Form he may be re- 
preſented, but as to his Divinity, what 
'Tongue or Pencil can expreſs it, can hu- 
mane Art expreſs that which is inexpreſ- 
ſitle, and beyond Imagination 2 if fo, 
who ſhall preſume to comprehend that 
which is Incomprehenſible, or define that 
which is Myſterious ; can the Picture of 
an old Man give us any Idea of God the 
Father ? Can the humane Form of our 
Saviour give us the leaſt Repreſentation 
of God the Son, who ſitteth at the Right 
Hand of God in the' Glory: of the Fu- 
ther. 3 NV drr 


And 
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And can a Triangle convey to our 
Imaginations the leaſt Idea of the whole 
Effulgence of the Godhead in Trinity 
and Unity ? Can the holy, myſterious, 
and ever bleſſed Trinity, I ſay, be com- 
priſed, or comprehended by that, or any 
other Image or Compariſon ? Shall the 
Creature dare to image out his Great 
Creator? What a Preſumption ! Does 
not God expreſly ſay, Thou ſhalt not 
make to thy ſelf the Likeneſs of any Thing 
which is in Heaven above, or in the 
Earth beneath, or in the Water under the 
Earth; thou ſhalt not bow down to them, 
nor worſhip them, &c. This is the Law 
of the new as well as of the oda Cove- 
nant, nor did the Coming of Chriſt, in: 
the leaſt, aboliſh theſe Commandments ; 
but they are now of equal Force as ever; 
if fo, Why do we dare to image out our 
Tod in our Churches? his Fulneſs is 
every where, nor will he be worſhip'd 
| in Image, but in Perſun - his Omnipre- 
ſence renders all Attempts to image him 


ineffectual. How abſurd then muſt ſuch 
D 2 Images 
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Images appear, where God is in Per- 
fan, AND HE IS EVERY (WHERE! 


If they are not made to be worſhip- 
ped, Why do we make em? If they are 
made to be worſhipped, let thoſe who 
made them worſhip them; for I will 
worſhip in Spirit and in Truth, the * 


living and trus God. 


I muſt therefore. ingenuouſly confeſs, 
that the fewer Pictures I fee in any 
Church, the more I am pleas d; not that 
Pictures, Images, &©c. have any other 
Effect on me, than the Concern I am in 
for weak and illiterate Perſons, who are 
but too apt to take Things implicitely, 
and pay more Veneration to ſuch Pictures 
than the Church intended or allows of. 


Since therefore they are not ſet there 
to be worſhipped, they conſequently are 
of little or no Uſe ; and therefore there 
is little or no G for em, Gc. in 
| eur Churches. 


But 
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But never before was any popiſh Saint 

aver the Communion Table in a Pro- 
teſtant Church. The Laft Supper, the 
Paſſim, Crucifixion, or ſome other Inci- 
dents of our Bleſſed Saviour's Life, are 
the general Subjects given to Painters on 
theſe Oecaſions; but to have a Conſort of 
Muſick, Gr. (ſuppoſe it were not the Pre- 
tender's Spouſe, - and, probably, ſome 
more of his Family, under the Form of 
Angels) is the moſt abrupt and foreign 
that I ever ſaw or heard of, 


A ant many. of our Churches have 
only the Pictures of Mofes and Aaron on 
each {fide the Commandments. I have no- 
thing to object againſt them, but what I 
have before aſſign'd, yet have I often 
wonder'd, why Aaron, who made the 
Molten Calf, which occaſioned the 
Breaking the firſt two Tables; Why he, 
I fay, who was the Fewiſh High- 
Prieſt, ſhould be placed at a Chriſtian 
kurt 


a 


I ſhall not longer protract this Argu- 
ment, but wait the Iſſue of your Lord- 
ſhip's Approbation, for I ſhall have the 
worſe" Opinion of my own Judgment if it 
does not | tally with your Lordhip', 
But. what ſurprizes me moſt, is, that any 
of my Fellow-Pariſhioners ſhould not on- 
ty diſpute your Lordſhip's Commands, 
delay the Execution of your juſt Injuncti- 
on, when it was moſt reaſonable and ne- 
ceſſary, but peſter your Lord(hip, with 
impertinent Petitions and Remonſtrances, 
as if they were injur d and oppreſs d, or 
your Lordſhip miſinform'd; this muſt be 
the Reaſon, or to what Purpoſe did they 
trifle with, and conteſt your Lordſhips 
Ordinance, but you are too juſt a Man 
to gtve any Sentence but the moſt impar- 
tial, and too ſteady to give up any Point, 
where the Peace of the Church, and the 
Honour of the King, is concern d. 


Whoever murmurs at its being taken 
down, takes the Part of thoſe who ſet 


it up; and whoever takes their part, is 45 
3 | bad 
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bad as ; themſelves, and would do the like 


on the like Opportunity. What can they 


object againſt its being removed? What 
can they offer for having it remain ꝰ But 
why's, and why not's. As, why ſhould it 


be removed e What Hurt did it do? Why 


ſhould ſo much Money be thrown away? 
And, why might not that Picture be there, 
as well as any other? Why does your 
Lordſhip interfere in the Matter? This 
with a glance of Complaint at your Lord- 
ſhip, and ſevere Invectives againſt thoſe 


who ſollicited that Interpoſition, calling 


them Informers, Buſy, Forward, Miſ- 
chief- making - Fellows, who had better 
mind their own Buſineſs, and ſuch like 
Ribaldry, is all they can ſay for them- 
ſelves. But theſe are the worſt Reaſons 
in the World, and invidious Queries only 
to evade an Argument, and are not to be 
admitted in a Debate of this Nature, 
where a dire& Reaſon 'for, or againſt, is 
requir'd. But give me leave, my Lord, 
and I will, in a few Words, anſwer all 


thei A which ſeem ſo weighty 
and 


(24) 
and formidable to the "OO 4 Igno- 
Why mould it ob potent: ? May be 
anſwered by another Queſtion, What 
Buſineſs! had it there? But as I ſcorn 
ſuch quibbling ways of Reaſoning, 1 
ſhall - anſwer them, Becauſe it is unfit for 
that ſacred Place. If it is the Princeſs 
Sobjeski's Image, it is ſacrilegious and 
traiterous, and therefore ought to be re- 
moved. If it is, as they ſay, a Choir of 
heavenly Angels at a Practice of Muſick 
playing on catthly Inſtruments, it is Im- 
pertinent and Abſurd to the laſt degree, 

and therefore ought to be removed from 
a Place where the — Decorum — 


W 


| What Hurt * it, a9 they d To 
which I anſwer, It hurted or diſturbed 
the Peace of the Church, and was fo far 
' hurtfuly as we were: hinder'd, or annoy d 
in our Devotions; it made a Diviſion in 
the Pariſn, and was fo far hurtful, as it 
| tended 
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tended to the Breach of Peace and good | 


Neighbourhood, and therefore I think it 
ought to be removed, ſince, not to an- 
ſwer them with a Queſtion, but a com- 
mon Saying, It did Hurt enough. 


- Why - foould fo much Money be 
thrown away ? Ay, there's the Grie- 
vance ; but I ſhall tell them, they may, 
thank themſeloes, it was the Act and 
Deed of their own Cabal, and though 
they might triumph and laugh in their 
Sleeves for a while, yet Murther will 
out, and they might expect to be paid iu 


their ozw# Chin one time or other: There 


was no Occaſion to remove the old Com- 
munion Table and Veſtry. And there- 
fore, all the Money is thrown away; the 
worſe their Management. Nor was there 


any Neceſſity of ſo ſumptuous an Altar 


Piece, or of that Picture in particular, 


therefore ſo much Money as that Picture 


colt, which, by the bye, is no trifling Sum *, 
(the Painter, as well as his Maſters, be- 
* bs cof Fotrſeore Phundl. 2 
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( 26 
ing no ſhall Fuel) is entirely thrown 
away, and had better been caſt into the 
Thames; or, as the Vulgar have it, 


Thrown down the Kennel, 


It was ſet up againſt the Will of the 
major Part of the Pariſh, and not with- 
out much Murmur and Complaint, there 
was yet a much greater Majority for pul- 
ling it down ; if therefore fo much Money 
is thrown away, it is pity the Pariſh 
ſhould pay it; and, no donbt, when 
your Lordſhip comes to enquire, by what 
Authority a Set of Men ran the Pariſh fo 
much in Debt for their own Whims, and 
without any manner of Occaſion, you 
will do us Juſfice, and teach fuch Per- 
ſons, for the future, to conſult the Y- 
ſhop, and have the general Conſent of 
the Pariſh, before they run into ſuch Ex- 
travagancies. | 


The Tradefmem watit their Money, 
and the Pariſh cannot pay them, your 


Lordſhip therefore will do very well to 
I ad- 


—— 


(27) 
adjuſt this Matter, that they may know 
gphere 10 go for their Money. 


Why might not that Pifture be there, 
as well as any other, is a mighty Argu- 
ment with them, if a Queſtion may be 
called an Argument; but it is of equal 
weight with the reſt, and is as calily 
confuted, | | 


For Example, Another Picture may 
not be ſo hurtful ; another Picture may 
be more applicable, and to the Purpoſe ; 
if ſo, another Picture is better, and, I 
am ſure, no Picture can be more . 
ſive, and leſs to the Purpoſe, than that 
popiſh, paultry Piece of Trumpery. 
Rather than ſuch a Picture, let us have 
no Picture, for, I think, none ought to 
approach that Holy Place, who ſtand 
in need of Pictures to remind them that 
there is a God ! a Saviour, an ever Bleſs 
ſed Trinity in Heaven! 


E 2 Why 


(8) 


} Why does your Lordſhip interfere, is 
” - the next Query. The Anſwer is, Be- 
cauſe it is your immediate Buſineſs to 
ſuperintend the Affairs of the Church, 
and your Dioceſs is the Province where 
your Juriſdiction is extenſive to what- 
&ver concerns the Church. 


If your Lordſhip had not interfer d, 
you had forfeited' the Character of a 
watchful Shepherd, and been guilty of 
all the Evil, by ' ſuffering it, while it 
was in Jour Power to redreſs i _ 


4 


But your Lordſhip may pride your 
{elf in the L. xpill of theſe People, whoſe 
good Character would be your great- 
eſt Scandal: They hate you for your 
Goodneſs ſake, and curſe you for do- 
ing your Duty; it is your Power, not 
your Perſon, that piques them, You 
are their Enemy, becauſe yoy controul 
and curb them, for they would have 
no Interruption in their Wickedneſs, 

But, 


(5 ) 


But, what if they curſe you, will not 
their Curſes turn on their own Heads? 
And, will not your Lordſhip be am- 
ly recompenſed by the Prayers of the 
ſober and truly Religious? If I di- 
ſurb a Thief from robbing, or mur- 
thering a defenceleſs Perſon, the Thief 
will undoubtedly curſe me, but the Per- 
ſon relieved will, at the ſame Time, 
ſhew ſuch Gratitude for his Delive- 
rance, as ſhall far over-balance the Cur- 
ſes of the Ons which never pres 
cail. 


We have had „very lately, an In- 
ſtance, of a wicked Fellow, who cur- 
ſed his Judges in open Court, for 
giving Sentence againſt him, 'This is 
the very Caſe of thoſe who: arraign 
and condemn your Lordſhip's Judgment, 
and think every 'Thing partial which 
does not indulge their Vices. 


; 


This 


(30) 


This makes em call thoſe who 
fought Redreſs from your Lordſhip, þ, 
formers, Buſy, Forward, Miſchief-ma, 
king Fellows, as if we muſt ſuffer with 
Patience, all Indecencies and Inconyeni 

ences imaginable, and not complain, lef 
we be counted Informers, Or. Shall 1 
- Chriſtian, and a true Proteſtant, ſee his 
Church deformed and defiled with wretch- 
ed Images, and yet have not Liberty to 
complain ? And to whom could we com. 
plain, but to your Lordſhip, whoſe par- 
ticular Province it is, and of whoſe 71. 
ice and Goodneſs we have had ſo many 


Aft ances ? 


In a Word, their delaying to take 
down their Idol, was a zaci? diſputing 
your Lordſhip's Commands, Irreligr 
ous and Contumacious to the laſt De- 
gree: And indeed, I cannot ſay but ſome 
of the * publick Prints gave me great 


* The Poſt-Boy and Daily -Journal of Saturday, Septem- 
ber the 4th, ke 
| ay 


. 
ixiety, when they had the Impudence 
| affure the World it was nor to bt ta- 
ice, for I had the Satisfaction, 
ie next Morning, to find it remouruß 
id whole Crouds of idle Perſons, who 
ne to ſee it, diſapprrnted ; then I found, 
, ny great Comfort; chat you were not 
le yaſs'# ; but as you had began the 


» 
ien ' 


_ Mood Work, you had gone through with 
) 0 i and made em take it down with 4 


For let them know, our Church is 
r fiript of all its Power; but the Bi- 
op has Power to. puniſh wicked and 
dſtinate Blaſphemers, and other Ene- 
ies of the Church, with Excommunica- 
ons, Penances, and other wholſome Se- 


lie, Werities ; he has an Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ: 

De- Miaion within himſelf, and Power enough 
lone Wleoated to him from the Higher Powers, 
great d make all thoſe ſeverely repent it who 


are diſpute his Commands. 
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